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Holy Grail of Grading 

Grade:  
•  Fairly 
•  Consistently 
•  Quickly 

Improve Student Learning 



As you Dive in… 

•  Connect the grading rubric to the assignment 
•  Determine the learning goals for this 

assignment 
•  Design the rubric to give feedback 
•  Share the rubric with the students  
•  Apply the rubric consistently 



Assignment:  
Summary of One Reference 

Read one of your reference papers and then 
write a brief 2-3 paragraph summary of this  
paper.  Include the following: What 
knowledge does this paper contribute to the 
understanding of the topic? What 
experiments were done? Briefly describe the 
experiments. 



Learning Goals 

•  Be able to read a paper from the 
biochemical literature and understand the 
experiments that were done to generate 
the results. 

•  Communicate how the results were 
obtained in a well organized summary 

•  Properly cite the literature paper 
•  Use correct grammar, syntax and 

punctuation 



Rubric 
Criteria Excellent Good Barely 

passing 
Not passing 

1.  Fill in the Chart  
2.  Then determine how to distribute points, are all of the criteria 

equal? Or are some more important? 
3.  Use Turnitin, to handle the heavy lifting and scoring! 



Criteria Excellent Good Barely 
passing 

Not passing 

Depth of 
understanding 

There is a detailed 
description of how this 
paper contributes to 
you’re the topic.  
Experiments and 
results are clearly 
explained in detail. 

There is a 
description of 
how this paper 
contributes to 
the topic.  
Experiments 
and results are 
explained. 
 

There is a 
description of how 
this paper 
contributes to the 
topic.  
Experiments and 
results are 
mentioned but not 
explained. 
 

There is a 
description of how 
this paper 
contributes to the 
topic.   

Organization of 
ideas 

Paragraphs are well 
organized and there 
are no awkward 
sentences  

Paragraphs are 
well organized, 
there may be 
one or two 
awkward 
sentences 

The paragraphs 
have lapses in 
focus, and there 
are more than two 
awkward 
sentences 

The paragraphs 
are not organized.  

Syntax, Spelling 
Grammar, 
Punctuation 

There are no errors, 
and no paraphrasing 

There are 1 or 
2 errors.  

There are less 
than 3-5 errors 

There are more 
than 5 errors. The 
paper contains 
paraphrasing 

Correct 
Bibliographic  
Format 

The format was 
followed correctly 

There are 1 or 
2 errors. 

There are 3-5 
errors. 

There are more 
than 5 errors or 
the reference is 
missing. 



Criteria Excellent Good Barely 
passing 

Not passing 

Depth of 
understanding 

40% = 4 

There is a detailed 
description of how this 
paper contributes to 
you’re the topic.  
Experiments and 
results are clearly 
explained in detail. 

There is a 
description of 
how this paper 
contributes to 
the topic.  
Experiments 
and results are 
explained. 
 

There is a 
description of how 
this paper 
contributes to the 
topic.  
Experiments and 
results are 
mentioned but not 
explained. 
 

There is a 
description of how 
this paper 
contributes to the 
topic.   

Organization of 
ideas 

20% = 2 

Paragraphs are well 
organized and there 
are no awkward 
sentences  

Paragraphs are 
well organized, 
there may be 
one or two 
awkward 
sentences 

The paragraphs 
have lapses in 
focus, and there 
are more than two 
awkward 
sentences 

The paragraphs 
are not organized.  

Syntax, Spelling 
Grammar, 
Punctuation 

20% = 2 

There are no errors, 
and no paraphrasing 

There are 1 or 
2 errors.  

There are less 
than 3-5 errors 

There are more 
than 5 errors. The 
paper contains 
paraphrasing 

Correct 
Bibliographic  
Format 

20% = 2 

The format was 
followed correctly 

There are 1 or 
2 errors. 

There are 3-5 
errors. 

There are more 
than 5 errors or 
the reference is 
missing. 



Criteria Excellent Good Barely passing Not passing 

Depth of 
understanding 

40% = 4 

There is a detailed 
description of how this 
paper contributes to 
you’re the topic.  
Experiments and results 
are clearly explained in 
detail.   

4 

There is a 
description of 
how this paper 
contributes to 
the topic.  
Experiments and 
results are 
explained. 

3 

There is a 
description of how 
this paper 
contributes to the 
topic.  Experiments 
and results are 
mentioned but not 
explained. 

2 

There is a 
description of how 
this paper 
contributes to the 
topic.   
 
 

1 

Organization of 
ideas 

20% = 2 

Paragraphs are well 
organized and there are 
no awkward sentences  

2 
 

Paragraphs are 
well organized, 
there may be 1 
or 2 awkward 
sentences.  1.5 

The paragraphs 
have lapses in 
focus, and there are 
at least 3 awkward 
sentences.  1 

The paragraphs are 
not organized.  
 
 
0.5 

Syntax, Spelling 
Grammar, 
Punctuation 

20% = 2 

There are no errors, and 
no paraphrasing 

2 
 

There are 1 or 2 
errors.  
 
1.5 

There are less than 
3-5 errors 
 
1 

There are more than 
5 errors. The paper 
contains 
paraphrasing. 
0.5 

Correct 
Bibliographic  
Format 

20% = 2 

The format was followed 
correctly 

2 

There are 1 or 2 
errors. 
1.5 

There are 3-5 errors. 
 
1 

There are more than 
5 errors or the 
reference is missing.  
0.5 



The  400 IM is hard.  Rubrics are Easy! 



Provides a rubric template 
Calulates grades for you 
Allows generic comments with easy buttons 
Allows more specific comments  
Allows oral comments 

Turnitin.com 


